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WARNING
  CAUTION: This is a delicate, precision instrument! DO NOT OVER-
TIGHTEN THIS MICROMETER’S SPINDLE! This Micrometer DOES 
NOT have a ratchet mechanism to prevent overtightening. Misuse it 
JUST ONCE and you will own an expensive piece of scrap metal! NEV-
ER OVERTIGHTEN THE MICROMETER SPINDLE, either against a 
piece being measured or against the Micrometer’s anvil!

HOW TO USE
  Make absolutely certain that the pistol is UNLOADED. Remove the 
Magazine and lock the Slide to the rear. Check the Barrel chamber to make 
sure it is clear and that no ammunition is present. ALWAYS, ALWAYS take 
the time necessary to check every gun personally,to make sure that it is 
UNLOADED!
  Completely disassemble the pistol following the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. You should work with a fully stripped Frame and Slide. This will make 
fitting easier and avoid the possibility of damage to smaller components.
  To correctly fit the frame to the slide, the slide rails must first be trued 
and dressed so that a constant dimension can be maintained. The measure-
ments taken from the finished slide will be used when the frame rails are 
reworked to achieve an ideal tolerance of .0005”-.001” between the frame 
rail ways and the slide rail.
  Secure the slide, upside down, in a padded bench vise so that you have 
complete access to the slide rails. Use a 6” or 8” #2 cut Pillar File to smooth 

WARNING
  Never attempt to disassemble or reassemble a firearm unless you are 
absolutely certain that it is empty and unloaded. Visually inspect the 
chamber, the magazine and firing mechanism to be absolutely certain 
that no ammunition remains in the firearm. Disassembly and reas-
sembly should follow the manufacturer’s instructions. If such instruc-
tions are not immediately available, contact the manufacturer to see 
if they are available. If they are not available at all, then you should 
consult other reference sources such as reference books or persons with 
sufficient knowledge. If such alternative sources are not available and 
you have a need to disassemble or reassemble the firearm, you should 
proceed basing your procedures on common sense and experience with 
similarly constructed firearms.
  With regard to the use of these tools, the advice of Brownells Incor-
porated is general. If there is any question as to a specific application 
it would be best to seek out specific advice from other sources and not 
solely rely on the general advice and warnings given.
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any ridges, burrs, or high spots from the bottom of the Slide. Thoroughly rinse 
the slide in clean solvent to get rid of any filing and stoning residue still in 
the channel before doing any measuring.
  Next, measure the thickness of the slide rails with Brownells 1911 Auto 
Slide Rail Micrometer. Take measurements at least every half inch along 
the length of both rails. DO NOT OVERTIGHTEN THE MICROMETER. 
OVERTIGHTENING THE MICROMETER WILL BEND OR BREAK THE 
MICROMETER ANVIL. Note your measurements, and if there is more than 
.002”-.003” variation in thickness along the length of either rail, use appro-
priate files and stones to eliminate the high spots and smooth the surfaces. 
Rinse the slide thoroughly in clean solvent after filing or stoning, before 
taking additional measurements. When you are satisfied that you have 
eliminated the rail thickness variations, take a final measurement of each 
rail with the Micrometer. Based on these final measurements, select the ap-
propriate Brownells 1911 Auto Slide Fitting Bar, and adjust the frame rails 
according to the instructions enclosed with the Slide Fitting Bars.
  Reassemble the firearm according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Check for proper functioning using ACTION PROVING DUMMIES. Make 
sure ALL SAFETY MECHANISMS are fully functional as designed and ap-
proved by the manufacturer. If these tests prove satisfactory, test-fire the 
firearm with live ammunition in a SAFE and APPROPRIATE manner. IM-
PORTANT! If the firearm is a fully or semi-automatic design, start the live 
ammunition tests by first loading an ACTION PROVING DUMMY, then a live 
round, into the magazine. Only after several tests have been conducted in 
this manner should additional rounds be placed in the magazine and fired.
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WARNING
  Parts critical to the safe and correct functioning of the 1911 Govern-
ment Model pistol, its variations and copies, including (but not limited 
to) the Barrel, Barrel Link and Disconnector, are affected by the fit of 
the firearms’s Slide to the Frame. Refitting the Slide and Frame using 
the Slide Fitting Bars will affect the relationship of these critical com-
ponents. These Slide Fitting Bar Instructions cover ONLY suggested 
techniques for use of the Slide Fitting Bars. ONLY those persons knowl-
edgeable in the theory and procedures for repairing and rebuilding the 
1911 Government Model Pistol, its variations and copies should use 
the Slide Fitting Bars and then ONLY as a part of a complete refitting 
involving all critical parts.
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